Maritime border dispute
Maritime border dispute between Kenya and Somalia

The maritime and land border between Somalia and Kenya existed for centuries. These borders existed during the colonial administration. UK and Italy ruled Kenya and Somalia or long time. Therefore the borders between the two countries existed more than centuries ago. Britain ruled both Somalia and Kenya. Italy occupied Somalia twice. These colonial powers established well set borders between the two countries. During the colonial rules there was no maritime nor land border dispiute.  Every meter between the two countries was demarked. After the independence no border dispute was raised and the relationship between the countries remained harmonious. Neither the first Kenyan President Jammu Kenyatta nor the successive presidents did mention border disputes. Ever since the relationship between the two niebouring countries remained satisfactory. The truth about the Kenyan and Somali borders can be found in the archives of the international court of justice and in the United Nation Centre in New York.

International Conference on Somali Oil and gas

The current maritime border dispute appears displaced. People who are involved are of different nationalities, Kenyans, Somalis and petrol producing Europeans particularly Norway. The maritime dispute between Somalia and Kenya was escalated since the international conference on Somalia oil and gas at the African oil. It appears that we are referring in this conference Somali oil and gas. The border that the oil and gas that Europeans are looking for is in the Somali border not in Kenya. It appear that this maritime border dispute was intentionally set up by the Europeans particularly Norway. If bitter border conflict starts between Somalia and Kenya, it is the oil and gas producing companies to blame. The losers are the Europeans companies because the drilling activities will totally stop.    

The role of the Norway and the Europe gas and oil drilling companies. 

Norway is the third largest gas producer. Norway’s gas exploration in Europe drops sharply; hence the companies are mobilized to look for alternative areas to drill gas and oil. The immediate option which is the easiest and cheapest is Africa particularly Somali coasts. That is what leads the European gas and oil companies led by Norway to conduct immediate survey on the Somali coasts. Norway did all the attempts to find legal or illegal means that will allow them to start drilling Somali coasts. In those days Somalia had internationally recognized government no matter how fragile it was. The oil and gas producing European companies did not negotiate directly to the Somali administration. They were looking instead quick deal with self-appointed corrupted Somalis who were prepared to sell their own country. Kenyan important politicians played middle men who arranged the meeting of the few corrupted Somalis and the Europeans. The oil and gas drilling companies were very much in need to start the drilling. But how could they drill the Somali coast without the consent of the Somali government. Three Is growing concern that the tension between Kenya and Somalia that may erupt into bitter fighting. It is the gas and oil producing companies to squarely blame because they created baseless maritime border dispute.

Excessive Exploration of the Somali waters by Norway 

Norway has put great effort to explore Somali waters from the Red Sea to the Indian Ocean. So far Norway did not present to the Somali government the results of the research work.  Norway is involved in much more important research work in the Somali waters. The oil and gas drilling companies found in the Somali deep waters very important elements called transitional elements. There are great quantities of these metallic elements in the deep and shallow waters from Kiyambony to the Horn of Africa. These elements will make easier for drilling in the dip waters and hard rocks. It is extremely important for the Somali government to follow step by step the illegal activities of the foreign companies. 

Appeal to the people and governments of Kenya and Somalia

The relationship between the people of Somalia and Kenya enjoyed harmonious relationship politically and economically since the independence of the two niebouring countries. There is great need of commercial exchange. People can intermingle easily. Many Somali students can cross the frontier and get enrolled to the Kenyan schools.  Tens of thousands of Somali business people developed well needed important commercial activities. They developed productive well needed projects that created thousands of jobs. They pay regularly their tax that fattens the country’s economy. 

Thousands of Somali students do their postgraduate studies in the Kenyan Universities. They enjoy the Kenyan hospitality and they fill at home in everywhere they go in Kenya. Somalis and Kenyans can easily intermix and communicate. Many Somalis speak Kiswahili so that facilitates the communication.

On the other hand there are thousands of Kenyan teachers teaching in number of Somali universities and the secondary schools all over Somalia. They make great contributions to the department of education in Somalia. Thousands and thousands of Kenyans are working in Somalia as technicians, carpenters, electricians and builders from red sea to the Kenyan Somali border. The Kenyan fishermen are all over the Somali waters fishing.

Somalia is grateful to the Kenyan people and government for allowing hundreds of thousands of Somali refugees to settle in number of refugees’ comps during the civil war. Kenya played important role in helping the establishment of national government for Somalia. The first Somali administration after the civil war was formed in Kenya with the help of Kenyan people and government. I call wholeheartedly the people of Kenya and Somalia to exercise their intelligence their deeply rooted civilization and knowledge to help build between the people Kenya and Somalia friendly and harmonious society. Kenya needs Somalia and similarly Somalia needs Kenya. Let us build together strong prosperous 2 countries.   
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